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We report the results of a 10-year follow-up recidivism study of two sex offender treatment programs for incarcerated juvenile sex offenders (JSOs) in Virginia.
The programs vary in environment and intensity. The more intense JSO program ("self-contained") On the basis of annual arrest data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (U.S. Department of Justice, 1999), about 16% of all violent offenses, 14% of aggravated assaults, 18% of sexual offenses (other than prostitution), and 19% of forcible rapes were attributable to males under the age of 19 years. Of those who molest children, almost a third to one-half are juveniles, as are one-fifth of those who commit rape (Becker, Cunningham-Rathner, & Kaplan, 1986; Deisher, Wenet, Clark, & Fehrenbach, 1982) . Ageton (1983) estimates that between 2 and 4% of adolescent males have committed a sexual assault at some point in their development. Although multiple federal databases provide the most reliable information available on juvenile sexual offending (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1998; Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Department of Justice, 1987; Johnston, Bachman, & O'Malley, 1996; National Center for Juvenile Justice, 1998), the actual rates are generally considered to be significantly higher, but either unreported or undetected (Barbaree, Hudson, & Seto, 1993; Weinrott, 1996) . These positions are consistent with reports from studies of adult sex offenders of whom approximately 50% reveal that their first sexual offense occurred when they were teens or younger (Abel, Mittelman, & Becker, 1985; Becker & Abel, 1985) . Trivits and Reppucci (2002) address the issue of the misperception among the general public, and policy makers in particular, that juvenile sex offenders pose an inordinate risk of sexually re-offending and, therefore, should be subject to severe sentencing guidelines and public notification laws. While there is some evidence to support these perceptions among certain types of adult sex offenders, such as child molesters and rapists who have been found to have re-arrest rates of 52 and 39% respectively over 25 years (Prentky, Lee, Knight, & Cerce, 1997) , this is particularly troublesome when applied to all adolescents who commit a sexual offenses. It ignores developmental psychology related to adolescent sexual development and behavior, which supports adolescent characterological malleability. In addition, it ignores the wisdom of experts in the field, as noted by Prenky and Righthand (2003, p. 4 ) who report, "Unlike adults, adolescents are still very much in flux." As such, more outcome studies on juvenile sexual offenders are needed to determine rates of sexual recidivism as well as risk factors for re-offending and re-arrest to inform both treatment and public policy.
In 1982, there were only 20 identified adolescent sex offender treatment programs in the United States (National adolescent Perpetrator Network [NAPN], 1998) . By 2002, this number had increased to 1,347 programs for children and adolescents (McGrath, Cumming, & Burchard, 2003) . With the expansion of services and concerns for public safety came a number of evaluation studies to determine the
